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IN THE CLAIMS 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and 
listings of claims in this application: 
1-5. (cancelled) 

6. (currently amended) A method of electronically transacting 
the purchase of a commodity, which comprises: 

a) accessing a comput e r database of commodity information 
providing an electronic system for purchasing commodities over a 
communication network and which system includes a computer 
database containing commodity information concerning at least one 
product or service which may be purchased at a real time purchase 
price, that is locked-in at time of purchase, for at least 
partial consumption or use at a future date; 

b) electronically pre-registering a purchaser and pro viding 
the purchaser with a unigue secure access code and autho rizing 
the purchaser to purchase a Quantity of commodity from t he system 
and; 

c) the purchaser electronically accessing the electronic 
system and, upon verification of the purchaser's uni aue secure 
access code, the purchaser selecting and purchasing from the 
computer database a quantity of a given selected commodity at 
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[ [a] ] the c urr e nt real time purchase price reflected in the 
computer database for redemption of at least a portion of the 
quantity of the commodity purchased on a deferr e d basis at a 
future date at the locked- in purchase price to thereby ensure that 
the quantity of commodity purchased is not subject to future 
market price fluctuations and creating a quantity credit account 
of said for the commodity purchased; 

[ [b) ] ] d) storing data in the computer database for the 
quantity credit account in an electronically accessible format; 
and 

[[c]] e) subsecruentl y , at a point of redemption, 
electronically accessing said the computer database stor e d 
quantity cr e dit ac c ount data and redeeming at least a portion of 
the quantity of the commodity previously purchased and adjusting 
the quantity credit account to reflect the portion of the quantity 
of commodity purchased [ [which] ] that has been redeemed irt 
physical form . 

7. (currently amended) The method of claim 6 wherein at least a 
portion of the quantity of the r e deeming step is r e peat e d until 
th e wh o le quantity of purchased commodity purchased is 
electronically transferred in the computer database by the 

Page 3 of 16 



Appl. No. 09/805,950 Senior Response filed 02/22/05 to Final Office Action dated 
10/19/04 

purchaser in order to be redeemed by another entity . 

8. (currently amended) The method of claim [[7]] 6 wherein the 
redeeming steps aire is performed at a plurality of locations. 

9. (currently amended) The method of claim 6 wherein the 
computer database includes a plurality of commodities quantity is 
a bulk quantity and the purchaser purchasing discrete quantities 
of commodities for future redemption and adjusting the quantity 
credit account to reflect said purchases and redemptions. 

10. (currently amended) The method of claim 6 wherein the 
purchasing and redeeming steps are performed over a communi c ati o n 
computer network . 

11. (currently amended) The method of claim 6 wherein [[the]] at 
least one commodity is a branded brand name commodity and the 
purchasing and redeeming steps are effected with [ [a] ] the same 
brand name of the commodity. 

12. (currently amended) A method of electronically transacting 
the purchase of a commodity, which comprises the steps of: 
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a) accessing a computer database of commodity information 
which may be purchased by a purchaser at a real time locked-in 
purchase price and pre-reaisterina the purchaser to authorize the 
purchaser to purchase quantities of commodities for redemption of 
at least a portion of the cruantities purchased at a future date, 
providing the purchaser with a unicrue secure access code and 
thereafter the purchaser selecting and purchasing a quantity of a 
giv e n selected commodity at a cui - i - ent real time purchase price 
reflected on the computer database to thereby ensure that the 
guantity of commodity purchased is not subject to future market 
price fluctuations foi - redemption of at least a portion of the 
commodity purchas e d on a deferred basis and creating a quantity 
credit account of said for the commodity purchased; 

b) separating said quantity credit account into discrete 
purchase blocks in the computer database, each block representing 
a different purchase made at a c e rtain locked-in. real time 
purchase [ [time] ] prices,; 

c) storing data for the quantity credit account in the 
computer database in an electronically accessible format; 

d) subsequently accessing said stored quantity credit 
account data in the computer database in order to receive 
authorization to redeem and subseguently redeeming in physical 
form at least a portion of the commodity previously purchased and 
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reflected in the quantity credit account for said commodity ±n 
physical form ; and 

e) arran g ing/ foir said redemption to deplete th e earli e st o f 

said purchase blocks first until the earliest blo c k is expended, 

followed by depletion of the next e arliest purchase block until it 
is expended, — the step continuin g until the latest purchase blo c k 
is expend e d thereafter, adjusting the quantity credit a ccount to 
reflect the quantity of the commodity redeemed, arcd 

-f^ combining data in said pur c hase blocks to provide a 

weighted average purchase value of said quauLlLj^' credit account. 

13. (currently amended) r TAl 1 An electronic purc hasing system 
for transacting the purchase of a commodity, which comprises: 

a) a conmodiLy purchasing module for selecting and computer 
database including means for providing commodity product 
information including a real time quantity purchase price of at 
least one commodity [ [which] ] that may be purchased aL a current 
purchase pric e lor at least partial redemption at a later time at 
the real time quantity locked-in purchase price for at least 
partial redemption at a future date regardless of price 
fluctuations in the commodity purchase market price since a time of 
the purchase ; purchasing a quantity of a giv-en coiimodity at a 
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pur c has e time price on a d e ferred redemption basis and for 
providing a quantity c r e dit ac c ount of said comniodity, 

b) storage means for storing data refl ec ting th e quantity 
c r e dit account means for pre-reqistering a purchaser and providing 
the purchaser with a unique secure access code so that the 
purchaser is authorized to make purchases from the computer 
database of a quantitv of said at least one commodity provided in 
the computer database; [ [and] ] 

c) means for the purchaser to purchase a selected guantitv of 
at least one commodity provided in the computer database and means 
for establishing and maintaining a quantity credit account with 
respect to quantities of a commodity purchased at the locked-in 
real time purchase price by the purchaser and for authorizing 
redemption of at least a portion of the quantities of commodities 
purchased at a future day; and 

d) a commodity redemption module interfacing with said 
storage means computer database for redeeming a part authorizing to 
redeem in physical form at least a portion of the quantities of 
commodities within said quantity credit account for said comiiiodity 

in physical form, the system being d e void of physical commodity 

storage means . 



14. (currently amended) The system of claim 13 wherein th e 
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c ommodity is a bulk commodity including means within said computer 
database to permit at least a Tportion of a caiantitv purchased by 
the purchaser to be redeemed by a different entity. 

15. (currently amended) The system of claim 13 wherein the means 
for the purchaser to purchase pur c hasing module is includes a 
computer server which is connected to [[a]] said computer database. 

16. (currently amended) The system of claim 13 wherein the 
computer database com - pi ' is e s includes a plurality of commodity 
descriptions and real time current pricing information with respect 
thereto . 

17. (currently amended) The system of claim 13, adapt e d to b e 
accessible via wherein said means for the purchaser to purchase 
includes an Internet browser. 

18. (currently amended) The system of claim [[13]] 15 , wherein 
said computer server is electronically connected to adapt e d to be 
accessible via a point-of-sale terminal. 



19. (currently amended) The system of claim 13 furth e r comprising 
i ma^ n n. e ! frjT .q f- ov i ng rpifliitity credit account data wherein said 
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computer database includes means for selecting and purchasing a 
Quantity of a commodity in one of a plurality of different 
geographical price zones. 

20. (currently amended) The system of claim 15 wherein quantity 
credit account data is stored in the database 19 wherein said 
computer database includes means for converting quantities of 
commodity purchased between said plurality of different 
geographical price zones . 

21. (currently amended) The system of claim 13 wherein the 
commodity redemption pur c hasing module comprises or is operable in 
conjunction with a personaliz e d an encoded access device. 

22. (currently amended) The system of claim [[20]] 21 wherein 
[[the]] said v: > ersonaliz e d encoded access device is a magnetic 
memory device. 

23. (currently amended) The system of claim 13 further 
comprising : 

[ [d) ] ] e) a means for separating said quantity credit account 
into discrete purchase bloclcs, each bloc]<: representing a different 
purchase made at a certain different loclced-in real time purchase 
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tim e price, and 

e3 a m e ans for arranging for said iredeemin g t o depl e t e th e 

earli e st of said purchas e blocks first until the block is exp e nd e d, 
followed by d e pletion of the next earliest pur c has e block until it 
is exp e nded, — the arrang e m e nt operative until — th e lat e st purchas e 
block is e xp e nd e d, — and 

f) [[a]] means for combining [[the]] data in said 
purchase blocks to provide a weighted average purchase value of 
same commodities in said quantity credit account in a format that 
can be compared with current market prices for the same 
commodities . 

24. (New) The system of claim 13 further including means for the 

purchaser to view and print transaction histories and 
account balances contained in said quantity credit 
account . 

25. (New) The system of claim 13 including means in said computer 
database to modify purchaser contact information and information 
concerning a profile of the purchaser and to modify the unique 
secure access code of the purchaser. 
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